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Queen Creek resident Jacque Salomon filed an Office for Civil Rights complaint after ASU Preparatory 


Academy-Polytechnic turned away her twin sons, Noah (left) and Christian, who have disabilities. PATRICK BREEN/THE REPUBLIC 


Ariz. charter schools 
called ‘exclusionary’ 


Report: Some institutions 
unlawfully exclude, deter 
certain kinds of students 


Maria Polletta 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Expectations for Arizona’s publicly 
funded charter schools are clear: Accept 
state money, follow state rules. 

With few exceptions, that means 
welcoming “all eligible pupils who sub- 
mit a timely application” regardless of 
income, ability or national origin. 

Yet when the ACLU of Arizona exam- 
ined 471 charter schools’ enrollment 
materials this year, it found “clearly ille- 
gal or exclusionary” policies and proce- 
dures at more than half of them. Seven- 
ty-two schools didn’t provide docu- 
ments for review. 

In a report released Thursday, the 
non-profit identified barriers that could 
discourage the enrollment of students 
with disabilities, weak grades, low test 
scores, behavioral problems, little mon- 


ey or parents without legal status. In 
some cases, schools capped the number 
of students with disabilities they would 
serve, a violation of federal law. 

“In the 1990s ... the vision was to give 
parents more academic choices for their 
children,” the American Civil Liberties 
Union said in its report. “In many cases, 
however, Arizona’s charter school pro- 
gram has had the opposite result: Char- 
ter schools are choosing students who 
fit their mold.” 

The Arizona Charter Schools Associ- 
ation had received only portions of the 
report when contacted by The Arizona 
Republic. But President and CEO Eileen 
Sigmund said that “based on limited ex- 
cerpts we have seen, it is clear the report 
makes broad-brush accusations that 
are misleading or unsupported.” 

“The reason is simple: The ACLU has 
an anti-charter agenda,” Sigmund said. 
“That’s why, despite the fact approxi- 
mately 84 percent of Arizona students 
attend district schools, the ACLU pur- 
posefully limited its inquiry to charter 
schools.” 

The ACLU acknowledged district 


schools also have enrollment prob- 
lems, saying it reviewed policies at 151 
districts in 2011. Officials said they 
chose to focus on charter schools this 
year after receiving a disproportionate 
number of charter-related complaints 
over the last two school years. 

Gary Miron, a West Michigan Uni- 
versity professor who has evaluated 
charter schools in nine states, said en- 
rollment complaints extend beyond 
Arizona. 

“What we increasingly see across 
the nation is a very effective use of 
mechanisms to structure who gets in 
and, just as importantly, who leaves,” 
he said. “Through entry and exit, char- 
ter schools can create and structure 
the populations they want to serve, 
and those populations tend to be less 
costly to educate.” 

Arizona allows charter schools to 
give preference to returning students 
and their siblings, children of school 
employees and governing-board 
members, and kids in foster care. Un- 


See SCHOOLS, Page 11A 


Scanner enthusiast offers fire updates via Twitter 


Jason Pohl 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


VENTURA COUNTY, Calif. — The 
emergency-radio chatter sounded dif- 
ferent from the thousands of others 
calls Thomas Gorden has overheard 
from his Simi Valley home. 


Wildfires aren’t supposed to be that 
large before the first crews arrive, he re- 
members thinking. Firefighters accus- 
tomed to brush-fire responses sounded 
particularly tense as they relayed what 
they were seeing to dispatchers on the 
other end of the line. 


See FIRES, Page 14A 


Eye in the sky: A military Reaper 
drone is shooting live video over the 
Thomas Fire. 10A 


Firefighter dies: Fatality reported at 
huge California wildfire. 10A 


More online: See photos and videos 
from the Southern California blazes at 
azcentral.com. 


Net rule 
reversal 


could 
hike fees 


Internet users probably should 
soon start giving a closer look to their 
broadband bills following Thursday’s 
action by the Federal Communications 
Commission that overturns a 2-year- 
old set of internet neutrality rules 
passed during the Obama administra- 
tion to protect consumers. 

The FCC decision in effect erases 
the principle of “net neutrality,” or 
open internet, that meant internet ser- 
vice providers had to give consumers 
access to all legal content on an equal 
basis, without favoring some sources 
or blocking others. 

The principle had prohibited ISPs 
from charging content providers for 
speedier delivery of their content and 
deliberately slowing the content from 
content providers that may have been 
competitors. 

Thursday’s 3-2 vote on the deregu- 
lation means providers will be able to 
do the opposite. 

The rule change also opens the door 
for ISPs to charge some users more 
than others. 1B 


@ usa TODAY 


Nation & World report in Section B. 


What's on the 
naughty list of 
media sent to 
Ariz. inmates? 


Craig Harris 
Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizona’s public prisons have a 
naughty-or-nice list of reading and lis- 
tening materials that can be sent to in- 
mates, and a few on the list might 
make Santa blush. 

Naughty: titles like “Russian Girls: 
Hot Sexy Lingerie Girl Models Pic- 
tures,” or “The Mammoth Book of 
Gangs,” and the CD “Hatebreeder” by 
Finnish death-metal band Children of 
Bodom. 

The allowable “nice” stuff is a bit 
more staid — titles like National Geo- 
graphic Traveler, Architectural Digest, 
Sun Tzu’s “The Art of War,” to name 
just a few. 

The state doesn't have a blanket list 
of banned magazines, newspapers, 
books or compact discs, but mail 
clerks throughout the state prison sys- 
tem are tasked with figuring out 
whether there is “unauthorized con- 
tent” that should be withheld from in- 


See INMATES, Page 12A 


‘THE LAST JEDI? OPENS MOVIES, 1D 


Movie fans wait in line for the premiere of “Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi” Thursday at Harkins Tempe 
Marketplace 16. Republic film critic Bill Goodykoontz 
gives the film 3% stars. SEAN LOGAN/THE REPUBLIC 


Airbnb operators cash in 
with football weekends 


Anew report from Airbnb, the home-rental booking 
website, said guests traveling to Tempe paid $53 
a night on average while attending football games 
at Arizona State University this season, while 
visitors to Tucson paid on average $59 a night 
for college games at the University of Arizona. 15A 
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McCain stays in hospital 


An “increasingly frail” Sen. John McCain remained 
hospitalized Thursday in an effort to manage side 
effects of his ongoing treatment for brain cancer. 5A 
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